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12 but was embargoed for release until the broad-
cast. In his remarks, the President referred to
Prime Minister Ayad Allawi of the Iraqi Interim
Government; and former President Saddam Hus-
sein of Iraq. The Office of the Press Secretary
also released a Spanish language transcript of this
address.

Statement on the Resignation of
Colin L. Powell as Secretary of State

November 15, 2004

Colin Powell is one of the great public
servants of our time. He is a soldier, a dip-
lomat, a civic leader, a statesman, and a great
patriot. I value his friendship. He will be
missed. On behalf of all Americans, I thank
him for his many years of service, and I wish
him and Alma all the best.

In his 4 years as Secretary of State, Colin
forged new alliances that are helping Amer-
ica win the war on terror and reinvigorated
old and honored friendships. He has helped
to build two great coalitions that have liber-
ated more than 50 million people in Afghani-
stan and Iraq from brutal dictators and which
are now helping those nations emerge as suc-
cessful democracies. He was a key architect
of the Broader Middle East Initiative, which
is helping to spread freedom and democracy
in that region.

His diplomatic skills also helped to end re-
gional conflicts and lower tensions on the In-
dian subcontinent. Through his advocacy, he
focused the world’s attention on the plight
of the suffering in Sudan, Liberia, and Haiti.
His role in resolving the EP-3 incident early
in my administration showed the calm judg-
ment and steady resolve he has brought to
our foreign policy. Thousands of dedicated
foreign policy professionals are grateful for
his leadership in modernizing and strength-
ening the Department of State.

NotE: The Office of the Press Secretary also
made available Secretary Powell’s letter of res-
ignation.
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Statement on the Resignation of
Roderick R. Paige as Secretary of
Education

November 15, 2004

Rod Paige has been at the forefront of fun-
damentally reforming and improving our Na-
tion’s public education system so that no
child is left behind in America. His passion
for taking on the status quo and fighting for
reform underscores his strong commitment
to our country’s young people and his desire
to give them a brighter future. Throughout
his life, Rod has overcome great obstacles
and achieved great success. He represents
the best of America.

We have only begun the long-term trans-
formation of education so that future genera-
tions can enjoy all of the promise and oppor-
tunity America has to offer. Thanks to the
hard work of Rod Paige, we have a very
strong start and are well on our way to ful-
filling that promise.

I am thankful for Rod’s leadership during
this important time and am grateful for his
friendship. I wish him all the best.

NotE: The Office of the Press Secretary also
made available Secretary Paige’s letter of resigna-
tion.

Statement on the Resignation of
Spencer Abraham as Secretary of
Energy

November 15, 2004

Spence Abraham has been a valued mem-
ber of the Cabinet and a strong and steady
leader of the Department of Energy. He
helped develop our National Energy Policy
to reduce our country’s reliance on foreign
sources of energy and to provide reliable, af-
fordable, and environmentally sound energy
for America’s future. He launched new tech-
nological research initiatives that will lead to
the next generation of pollution-free auto-
mobiles and clean coal powerplants. In the
war on terror, Spence Abraham played a piv-
otal role in keeping the most dangerous



